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The 13" edition of Innovact, which was held in Reims on
March 24 & 25, was a real success, thanks to the ve ry active
and positive contribution of all the participants, players in
European and world innovation

I Lucky 13 ™ edition !

Innovact 2009, the 13" edition of the event, had to find the best compromises to use
every square meter of the Reims convention centre to satisfy the very high demand
from the 272 exhibiting corporate brands and 200 young innovative enterprises
present, which attracted 2,300 participants during the 2 days of the forum. The
challenge was clearly met, with a luminous and very open exhibition area, reflecting
the spirit of the event: “a very beautiful event — superbly organised” according to Olivier
Sanviti, an associate lawyer with Gramond & Associés, and a practical workshop
leader.

Like every previous edition, Innovact 2009 was recognised for the quality of contacts,
thanks to very concrete and well attended workshops and conferences, completely
new events like the launch of the Matéralia cluster and the first FING ‘Carrefour des
Possibles’ organised in Champagne-Ardenne ... and, of course, the system of
business meetings pre-organised online.

“This was a terrific vintage and the intense nature of the debates reflected the quality
of the panel. Thank you for the great richness of our exchanges. You can count on
L'Entreprise for next year!”, said Arnaud Legal, Chief Editor of L’Entreprise, a partner
and member of the European Hopes for Innovation Trophies jury.

A distinctive sign of Innovact was a convivial atmosphere that has remained constant
even in a period of crisis: a real “wind” of optimism blew through Reims and th e
participants during these 2 days of active and opti mistic exchanges .

A large part of this success is the integration of Innovact in a network of innovation
featuring very active players in Europe involved in this event, which the members
consider to be the only forum of its kind in Europe: an event completely dedicated to
innovative entrepreneurs, transversal in terms of fields of activity.

For Rémy Renaudin, national coordinator of Eureka France: “[Our] teams appreciated
“being at Innovact”, [the] welcome, the flawless logistics, the quality of the exchanges |



had thanks to [the Innovact team], either directly or indirectly, [their] smiles...]
appreciated [their] “get up and get going” spirit.”.

For Geneviéve Sorlin, Vice-President 2009 of the JCEF, Innovact was “A warm
moment in the world of work”.

With this event, once again, the Reims Epernay CCIl has demonstrated the dynamism
of the territory and the region’s capacity to become a benchmark for entrepreneurship
and innovation in Europe.

Some additional figures: 2 days of Innovact involved 1,250m? of carpeting, more than
30 people in a team working more or less round the clock, 128 rooms reserved in
Reims city centre hotels by the Reims Epernay CCI for its personalities, VIPs and
journalists, as well as the finalists of the European Hopes for Innovation Trophies (not
counting the rooms reserved directly by the participants), 382 young enterprises or
project carriers registered on the site before the event, nearly 15% of participants
from abroad (Europe + Canada)... !

Giordano Dichter, Quality, Membership Development and Technical Assistance
Manager of the European BIC Network, enthusiastically congratulated this 13™ edition:
“Congratulations for the Innovact event in Reims, which has been absolutely one of
the most interesting events | attended in the last years.”
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Designed for students and researchers in Europe’s universities and higher education
establishments with innovative projects, the 7" European Hopes for Innovation
Trophies® finally went to four laureates instead of the originally planned an d
habitual number of three. These came from amongst t he 28 pre-selected
candidates who were present in the European pavilio  n at Innovact.

Every year, these prizes are awarded to the three best projects received, but for this
edition, the remarkable quality of the candidates and the intensity of the debates
prompted jury president Luuk Borg to spontaneously propose a further €1,000 in prize
money for a 4™ candidate!

Judged on the boldness, creativity, viability and professionalism of their projects, the
laureates were awarded their prizes by the President of the Jury, Luuk Borg,
director of the General Secretariat of Eureka and head of the European financing
programme Eurostars.

1% prize: Artificial Skin (Russia)
Luuk Borg presented €3,000 to Olivia Oganezova and Pavlovskiy Sergey of the

Russian State Medical University for its Artificial Skin project.

In order to produce skin artificially for severe burn victims, this student in the 1% year of her doctorate
aims to create an enterprise, which will produce an innovative bio-material: spider's web silk
synthesized using techniques developed from the science of genetics. This technology will offer
numerous advantages: very light, extremely strong and elastic, it is biocompatible and enables grafts
and skin and human cell reformation with cicatrisation in 7 to 10 days instead of the current time scale

! Organised in partnership with AEF and its magazine ORS, accompanied by L'Etudiant, L’'Express and
L’Entreprise, and with the support of the European Commission, the EFMD and the International Association of
Universities



of 22 to 25 days. This will reduce the duration and costs of hospitalization and will improve patients’
quality of life.

2" prize: salt-water solar distillation unit (France)
The prize of €1,500 was awarded to Nicolas Beauquis of IUT 1 Grenoble (energy and
thermal engineering department) and fellow team members Lionel Cartier of ISAT

Nevers and Corentin Chambe of IUT 1 Grenoble.

Their mobile system of brackish water purification by solar distillation is designed to operate in poor
countries where, apart from solar energy, electricity and energy are not necessarily available. This is a
prototype, which operates in a free and autonomous manner. The solar water distillation unit operates
using two phenomena — evaporation and condensation. The water is purified without having to pay for
energy.

3 prize: Effilux (France)
Nicolas Mathieu of the Institut d’'Optique Graduate School also received €1,500 for the
Effilux project, which he works on with other students (Jean-Philippe Blanchot, Arnaud

Mestivier) and one of the Institutes teacher-researchers (Jacques Sabater).

The Institut d’Optique team wants to create the Effilux company in the first half of 2009 and previously
registered a patent in December 2008. The product developed by Effilux is an innovative optic
combination which enables the optimisation of the recovery of light emitted by LEDs. This means Effilux
uses fewer LEDs than other technologies for the same level of lighting.

Special Eureka prize: Portable hypersonic water pur ification (Greece)
This year, Eureka devoted a special prize of €1,000 to one of the projects presented in
the competition: “Portable hypersonic water purification” by Michaél Arvanitis and

Paris Paraskevopoulos, of the University of Patras.

This is a water purification system (for water already used in domestic or agricultural situations) using
ultrasound. Once the water has been purified, it can be consumed. The system aims to be simple and
cheap, accessible for the general public.

made in Reims
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The Innovact Award: MA.I.A Woundcare Technopole I)MULtPAM

Innovact selected a young innovative enterprise for its “favourite” award for its
development potential from among the young innovative enterprises participating in
Innovact. The selection criteria were the quality of the team, the degree of innovation,
the market qualities, the state of progress of the project and its ambition.

This year, the partners (Technopole Made in Reims, Multeam and Reims Epernay
CCl) awarded the €6,000 Innovact Award to Sébastien Perrin and Sébastien Giraudier
of MA.LA Woundcare (Neuville-sur-Oise - 95), which designs, develops and
commercialises innovative therapeutic wound dressings. These enable good
cicatrisation of chronic long-term wounds, which could otherwise lead to
complications. For example, this could involve wounds in diabetic patients, which, if
not properly treated, could lead to amputation in certain cases. They also help to
reduce the pain suffered by patients. This innovation is currently in the patent process
and should be commercialised in the hospital sector from 2010.

After the awards ceremony, Paul Berrux, chairman/CEO of Multeam, said: “despite a
very busy schedule, it was a great pleasure for me to participate in this event again. |
am greatly looking forward to the next edition...”.

And now, it's time to note the dates of the
14™ edition on Tuesday 23 and Wednesday 24 March 2010!



Meanwhile,
you can discover the atmosphere and the highlights of Innovact
2009
in Innovact’s “flash infos”, and soon in photos at:
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